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Ty the NOBILITY and GENTRY of the 
Airs > 40 M4 of 1 It EL AN Do. 


Te AY "ING already written Two 
Letters to People of my own 
Level. and Condition; a dha— 
vin now very preſſing Occaſi- 
on for writing a Third; I 
touzhrl could not more Pro- 

— perl) Addreſs it than to Tour 
Lordfhips and Worſhips. 

The Occaſion 1+ this. A Printed Paper was 
ſent ro me on the 18th Inſtant, Entitled, A R E- 
PORT of the COMMITTEE of the LORDS 
of His MAJ! STT's moſt Honourable PRIVY- 
COUNCIL m E gland, relating to Mr. WOOD's 
HALF-PENCE and FARTHINGS. There 
IS no Mention made where the Paper was Prin- 
ta, bur 1.6 pole it to have been in Dullin; and 
L have been told that the Copy did not come over 
In the Gazette, but in the London Journal, or ſome 
other Print of no Authority or Conſequence; and 
for any thing that Legally appears to the contra» 
ry. it may be 2 Contrivance to Frizht us, or a Pro- 
fe:t of ſome Printer, who hath a Mind to make a 
Penny by Pub lithing lomething upon a Subject, 
which now employs all our Thong ats in this King- 

om. Mr. WOOD in Publithing this Paper would 
1 to the World, as if the Committee had a 
greater Concern for his Credit and Private Emo- 
lument, than for the Honour of the Privy-Conncil 
and both! Honjes of Parliament Here, and for the 
Quiet and Welfare of this whole Kingdom : For 
10 
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it ſeems intended as a Vindication of Mr. 4 
not without ſeveral tevere Remarks on the Ho! 
{es of Lords and Commons of Ireland, 

The whole is indeed written with the Turnand 
Air of a Pamphlet, as if it were a Diſpute between 
WILLIAM WOOD on the one Part. and the 
Lords Juſtices, Lis Council and Both Houſes of 
P arti alnent ON the oth: ts the De lien of 12 being 
to Clear an | 5 licate the Injured Reputation of 
WILLIAM WOOD, a be to Charge the o— 
ther Side with Ca ſtin ls Rath dA! id Graue dlets Aiper- 
110! 158 U Pe }i0 [11 

Bur if it wp really what the Title Imports, Mr. 


VO 0 D hath treated the COMMITTEE with 
great Rudencts, by Publiſhing an AR of Theirs in 


ſo unbecoming a Manner, without their Leave, 
and before 1t was communicated to the Government 
and Privy Conn il of Ire land To W hom the Com- 
mittee adviſed that it ſhould be Tranſmitted. But 
with all Deference be it ſpoken, I do not conceive 
that a Report of 8 Committee of the Council in 
Enzland is Hitherto a Law in either Kingdom 3 
and until any Point is determined to be a LAW, 
It remains diſputable by every Subject. 

Tais ( May it pleafe your Lordſhips and — 
ſhips) may ſeem a ſtrange Way of difcourfing i! 
an Iliterate Shop Keeper, I have endeavoured *A 
though without the Help of Books) to improve 
that (mall Portion of Reaſon which GOD hath 
pleaſed to give me, and when Reafon plainly ap- 
pears before me, I cannot turn away my Head 
from it. Thus for Inſtance, if any Lawyer ſhould 
tell me that ſuch a Point were Law, from which 
many Groſs Palpable Ahſurdities muſt follow, L 
would not, I could not believe him. If Sir Ed- 
ward Cook ſhould politively aflert (which he no 
2 where 


(4) 
where does, but the direct contrary) that a Z:m:- 
ted Prince, could by his Prerogative oblige his 
Suhjets to take Half an Ounce of Lead, ſtamped 
with His Image, for Twenty Shillings in Gold, I 
ſhould Swear he was deceived or a Deceiver, be- 
cauſe a Power like that, would leave the whole 
Lives and Fortunes of the People entireiy at the 
Mercy of the Monarch : Yet this, in Effect, is 
what Wood hath advanced in ſome of his Papers, 
and what ſuſpicions People may poſhbly appre- 
hend from ſome Paflages in that which is called 
the Report. 


That Paper mentions Such Perſons to have been | 
Examined, who were Deſirous and Willing to be 


heard upon that Subject. Jam told, they were 
Four in all, Coleby, Brown, Mr. Finley the Banker, 
and one more whoſe Name I know not. The fir 
of theſe was Tryed for Robbing the Treaſury in 


Ireland, and although he were acquitted for want 
of Legal Proof, yet every Perſon in the Court be- 
lieved him to be Guilty. The ſecond was Tryed 
for a Rape, and ſtands Recorded in the Votes of if, 
the Houſe of Commons, for endeavouring by Per- && 
jury and Subornation, to take away the Life of ts 


John Bingham, Eſq; 


But ſince I have gone ſo far as to mention par- + 
ticular Perſons, it may be ſome Satisfaction to | 
know who is this Wood himſelf, that has the Ho- 


nour to have a whole Kingdom ar his Mercy, for 
almoſt Two Years together. I find he is in the 
Patent Entitled Eq; although he were under- 


ſtood to be only a Hard-Ware-Man, and ſol have 


been bold to call him in my former Letters; 
however a' Squire he is, not only by Vertue of his 
Patent, but by having been a Collector in Shrop- 
ſpire, where pretending to have been Robbed, and 

Suing 
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ES: 1 
Suing the County, he was Caſt, and for the In- 
famy of the Fact, loſt his Emp! oyment. 

I have heard another Story of thi; 'Squire N 
from a very Honourable Lady, That one FEim:l- 
ton told her. He (Hamilton) Was ſenk for Six 
1 Vears ago by Sir Jace N-wton to Iry the ©£97- 
| YR of Pont Men, who then 8 Solicited a Paten e 

for Coyaing Half pence for Ireland; their Names 
5 3 Wood. Coſter, Flliſton, and Parker, Parte, 
Imide the faireſt Offer, and Wood 'the worſt, for 
this Coyn were Three Half-pence in a Pou: id lets 

Value than theother. By which it is plaig wit! 
what Intentions he Solicited this Patent, but not 
e Mio plain how he obtained tt. 
<W II is alledged in the ſaid Paper, called the Re. 
r, ort, that upon repeated Orde s from a Secretary 
t State, for ſending over ſuch Papers und Wit, 
efles, as ſhould be thought proper to Support rhe 
Objeckions made againſt the Patent (by Both 
WHouſes of Parliament) the Lord Lievtenant Re 
preſented The great Difficulty he found himſelf in 
to comply with theſe Orders. That none of t Prin- 
&1pal Member s of Both Houſes, who were in the King's 
Fervice or C uncil, would take upon them to 2 /e 
"ow any Material Perſon or Papers might be ſeit o- 
wt er on this Occahon, &C. And this is often Re— 
to heated and Repretenred as A Proceedins that feems 
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0- er Extraordinary, aud that in a Matter which 


ad raiſed ſo great a CLAMOUR i» re! and, 
he Wo one Perio could be prevailed ton to come ov 'r 
er- Non Ireland 77 Support of the United = 2e of both 
ve lou ſes of Parliament ix Ircland, eſpectal!; 8 the 
5500 % Difficu/ty ſhould artje from a Gene 4 Appre- 
bis e nfion of a Miſcarriaze, in an Equi beſore bis 
0p-W1aijety, or 11 a Proceeding by due Coarſe of Law, 
ind Ha Caſe where Bot) Hufes of Parliament had de- 
ing clared 


(6) 
clared them{elres ſo fully convinced, and ſatisfied v9. 
on Evidence, and Examinations taken in the vio} 
Solemn Mauer. 

How e ſhall I, a poor Ignorant SNop 3 be. 
terly unskill'd in Law, be able to anſwer to we 
ty an Objection. | will try what can be done I : 
plain Reaſon, unaſſiſted by Art, Cunning or El 
quence. | 

In my humble Opinion, the Committee i 
Council, hath alrez dy prejudg'd the whole Cat 
by calling the United Senfe of hoth Houſes of Par. 
liameut in Ireland an UNIVERSAL CLAY 
MOUR. Here tee Addrefics of the Lords an 
Commons of Ireland 2vainſt a Ruinous Deſtru. 
(tive Proc of an Obſcure, Single Undertaker, i: 
called a CLAM OUR. I deſire to know hoy 
ſuch a Stile would be Reſented in Enzland from | 
a Committee of Council there to a Parliament 
and how many Impeachments would follow upon 
it. But ſuppoſing the Appellation to be proper 
I never heard of a wiſe Miniſter who deſpiſed the 
UNIVERSAL CLAMOUR of a Pe, 
ple, and if that CLAMOUR can be Quie-W | 
ted by diſappointing the Fraudulent Practice offs 7 
a ſingle Perſon, the Purchaſe is not Exorbitant. ] 

} 
] 


But in Anſwer to this Objeftion. Firſt it 1: 
manifeſt, that if this Coynage had been in frel ud, 
with ſuch Limitations as have been formerly { 
ciſied in other Patents, and Granted to Perſon 2 
of this Kingdom, or even of Englund, able to 
give ſufficient Security, few or no Inconvenien cies a 
could have happened, which might not have been / 


Immediately remedyed. As to Mr. Knox's Patent E 
mentioned in the Report, Security was given i: £ 
to the Exchequer, that the Patentee ſhould atan 1 


Time receive his Half. pence back, and pay Gold 0 
or 


r Silver in Exchange for them. And Mr. Ao. 
Fro Wh. uy bs ſuppoſe that Patent war made over) 
was in 1-94 fo ed to leave off Coynins. beiore 
the End = tha: 5 "7 55 the great Crauds ot Lon. 
ple continually © (erin; g to return his Coy nage up- 
on him. In 1698 he Coyned 22a n, and was for 

ced to give over r the Can e Reaſon. This 
tirely alte ers the Cas; for Aer b no ſuch Con. 
arion in 6001 )'s Patent. Condition was 
worth a Hundred Iimes a! 10 other Limitations 
whatſocver. 

put the Caſe, that the two Houſes of Zara 
au Commons of OR and rhe FRIVY 
COUNCIL there ſhould Address his Maj ity to 
recall 2 on from wherce they amp end 


the moſt ruinous s Conſequencss tote hole 138 
; ; 45 2 . „ . La «th 
dom: And fo make it S: ronger if pon e, that 
] 5 | * , 4 P * 8 % 43% : X , 
the whole Nation aimoit o Man ih uid there- 


upon Thi{cover the rin Diſmal Ad benſtons as 
Mr. Wood fivies them) would his Ma Y debate 
half an ate what he had to do: Wauld any 
ere dare adviſe him againſt Recaling fuch a 
Patent: Or would the Matter be rc f. r. to the 
Pri, 8 or to Meitminrfter Hat to 
Ho:fes of Parliament Plantiffs, and py am 
Food Defendant * And is there even the imalleſt 
DiFerence between the two. (; = 9 2 

Were not the People of Tre! og horn as Free 
as thoſe of England > [Tow ! Dave TID 101 teited 
their Freedom 3 Je not their 3 ut. as Fair 
a Repreſentative of the People as that of 72 2 
And hath not their Privy Council as great or a 
greater Share in the Adminiſtration of Pihliick 
Al ff. Irs : Are they nor Sübjects of che {a1 ne Ning 2 
Does not the ſame S ſhine on them: And hure 
they not the ſame God for their Protector? m ba 
Frets 


(9) 
Free- Man in England, and do I become a Slave in 
fix Hours by croſſing the Channel? No Wonder 
then, if the boldeſt Perſons were cautious to in— 
rerpoſe i in a Matter already determined by the whole 
Voice of the Nation, or to preſume to repreſent 
the Repreſentatives of the Kingdom, and were 
juſtly apprehenſive of meeting ſuch a Treatment 
as they would deſerve at the next Sefton. It 
would ſeem very extraordinary it an Inferiour 
Court in England, ſhould take a Matter out of the 
Hands of the High Court of Parliament, during 
a Prorogation, and decide it againſt the Opinion 
of Both Houſes. 

It happens however, that, although no Perſons 
were ſo bold, as to go over as Evidences, to prove 
the Truth of the Objections made againſt this 
Patent by the High Court of Parliament here, vet 
theſe Objections ſtand Good, notwithſtanding 
the Anſwers made by Mood and his COUNCIL. 

The Report ſays, that upon an Aſſay made of 
the Fineneſs, VVeight and Value of this Copper, it 
exceeded in every Article. This is poſſible e- 
nough in the Pieces upon which the Aſſay was 
made; but YYood muſt have failed very much in 
Point of Dexterity, if he had not taken Care to 
provide a ſufficient Quantity of ſuch Halfpence 
as would bear the Tryal ; which he was well able 
to do, although they were taken our of | ſeveral 
Parcels: Since it is now Plain, that the Byaſs cf 
Favour hath been wholly on his Side. 

But what need is there of diſputing. when we 
have poſitive Demonſtration of Wood's Fraudulent 
Practices in this Point, 1 have ſeen a large 
Quantity of theſe Half pence weighed by a very 
Skilful Perſon, which were of Four Different 
Kinds, Three ot them conſiderably under weight. 
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(9) 
I have now before me an exact Computation of 
ö the Difference of Weight between theſe Four 
lun Sorts, by which it app-ars that the Fourth Sort, 
ole or the Lighteſt, differs trom the Firſt ro a De— 
nt orce, that, in the Coynage of Three hundred and 
"OO fixty Tuns of Copper, the Patentee will be a 
na Gainer only, by that Difference of Twentyfour 
Ir thoufind Four hundred and Ninety four Pounds, 
"YI and in the whole, the Publick will be a Loſer of 
be Eighty two thouſand One hundred and Sixty 
us eight Pounds, Sixteen Shillings, even ſuppoſing 
on ric Metal in Point of Goodneſs to anſwer Wood's 

Contract and the Aſſay that hath been made; 
"WM which it intallibly doth not. For this Point hath 
VeEiikewiſe been enquired into by very Experienced 
15 Men, who, upon ſeveral Tryals in many of theſe 
et Half-pence, have found them to be at leaſt one 
Ns MFrourth Part bclow the Real Value (not including 
= Itne Raps or Counterjeits that he or his Accom- 
0 Eplices have already made of his own Cn, and 
i: ſcattered about) Now the Coynage of Three hun- 
e-Idred and Sixty Jun of Copper Coyned by the 
© MW Weight of the Fourth or Lighteſt Sort of his 
in Half. pence will amount to One hundred Twenty 
to two thouſand Four hundred Lighty eight Pounds, 
de Sixteen Shillings, and if we Subſtract a Fourth . 
e part of the Real Value by the Baje Mixture in 
the Metal. we muſt add ro the Publick Loſs one 
ot Fourth Part to be ſubſtracked from the Intrin— 

lick Value of the Copper, which in Three hun- 
ve dred and Sixty Tuns amounts to Ten thouſand 
it end Eighty Pounds, and this added to the former 
»* Pum of Eighty two thouſand One hundred Sixty 
7 Fizht Pounds, Sixteen Shillings, will make in all, 
t WNinety two thouſand Two hundred Forty eight 
. Pounds Loſs to the Publick; beſides the :», | 


C10) 
or Counterfeits that he may at any time her. 
after think fit to Covn . Nor d» I know wher hs: 
he reckons the DROSS Excluſive or Incluiiy; 
with his Three hundred and Sixty Tun of Copper; 

whica however will make 4 conſiderable Vile 
rence in the Account. | 

You will here pleaſe to obſerve, that the Prof: 
allowed to Wood by the Patent is EF wwelve-penc: 
cut of every Pound of Copper vilned at 1 s. 64. 
whereas 5 d. only is all: owed for Coy "age of 1 
Pound Weight for the Eygliſ Talf-pence, and 
this Difference is almoſt 25 per Crit. u hich ls 
double to the hig 5 E «change of Money, even un. 
der all the A4ditiona; Preſſures and Obitruttion; 


to Tr ade, that this u; app) Kingdom lies at pre. 
ſent. This one Circumſtasce in the (,ovnage of 
Three hundred and fixty Tun of Copper nn 


Difference of } wenty Seven thoufand Per 1 hn". 
8 and Tee. ity Pounds ig P11 PEnglijt 5 ANG 
Iriſo Half piuce, even allowing thoſe of Hood: 

be all of the heuvyeſt Sort. 

It is likewiſe to be confitered, that for ever 
Half. penn in a Pound Weight exceeding the 
Number directed by the Patent, ood will be 
Gainer in the Coynage of Three hundred and 
ſixty Tun of Copper, Sixteen hundred and eight. 
Pounds Profit more than the Patent allows him; 
Out of which he may afford to make his Conn. 
troffers EASY upon that Article. 

As to what in ailedi:ed. that theſe Hal- -pence 
far exceel the like Coynace for Ireland in the eigns 
0} his Majeſll it's * lecelſurs 3 Cannot well be 
a more except ionable Way of Arguing : Although 
the Fact were true, which Sm is altogether 
mittaken; not by any Fault in the Committee, but 
by the Fraud and Impoſition of Wood, who cer 

tal) 
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I tainly produced the worſt Patterns he could find 
127 uch as were Coyne ed in ſmag Numhers by . i- 
wel os to Private Men. as Piitcters Halj.pence, 
TM Black Dog. and the Like. or pernaps the Small 
le. Ft. Patrick's Coyn which paſles for a Farthi 
or art belt tome of the ſmaleſi Rips of the latet 
Nt Kind A For have now by me {ome Hal! 
IC: coyned in the Year 1680 DY vertue of the Patent 
. granted to my Lord Dartmouth. which was re 
fill rewed to Knox, and they are heavier by a ninth 
nll Part than thoſe of Woods, and in much better 
1 Metal And the great K. Pat r1ck's Halt-penny 
155 et larger than eit. er. 

Jl But what is all this tot the e preſent Debate: 
"| under the various Exigencies of former 4:mes, by 
42 Wars Rebellions, and Infurrectior 15, the Kings 
2 of Exgland were ſometimes forced to Pay their 
. Armies here with mixt or bats Moves God for- 
nar hid that the Neceſities of turbulent Time: ſhould 
obe a Precedent for Limes of Pea ce, and Order, 

and ye 4c nt. 

2! In the Patent abovementioned granted to Dora 
the 1 in the Reign of King Carles 24. ar 
1 renewed to Rox, the Securities given into, th 
n Fxcheguer, « olligiy g the Pateutee to receive Ns 
Money back upon every Demand, were an ele 
mz nal Remedy a2gainſt all Inconventencies. 10 


— 


1 X 1 | 
1M the Copper was coyned in our own , ſo tha 
' ie 


we were in no Dauger to r:rchate it with th 
nt Loſs of all our Zilter and Gi carried over 
another, nor to be at the s: ble of going 
be England for the Redreſ.! ng ofany Abuſe. | 


tl That the Ri 135 0 EMI. are exerciſer, theit 
cl Prerogative of Copning Copper for Jrelaud and | 


oy 8 n = 
5 for 7 neland is not the E cent Queſtion: 
15 


c. ſpear in the Style of tlic Report) id v 


CT 3 
a little extraordinary, ſuppoſing a King ſhould 
think fit to exerciſe his Prerogative by Coyning 
Copper in Ireland, to be current in Enzlavd, 
without referring it to his Officers in that King- 
dom to be informed whether the Grant was rea- 
fonable, and whether the People detir'd it or no, 
and without regard to the Adareſſes of his Par- 
lizment againſt it, God forhid that ſo mean a Man! 
as [ ſhould meddle with the King's Prerog ative; Bur 
have heard very wite Men fay, that the King's Pre- 
rogati ve is bounded and limited by the Good n . 
fare of his People, I deſire to know, whether it is 
not underſtood and ad ved that the Good of Ireland | 
was intended by this Patent. Bir Ireland is not 
conſulted at all in the Matter, and as ſoon as Ire- 
lind is inform'd of it, they Declare againſt it; 
the Tuo Houſes of Parliament and the Privy Coun- 
cil addrefles his Majeſty upon the Milchiefs ap. 

prehen; dd by ſuch a Pitent. The Privy Council 
in Engl ud takes the Matter out of the PARLIA-. 
MENT's © ognigance; the Good of the Kingdom 
is dropt and it is now determined that Mr. Wood 
ſnall have the Power of Ruining a whole Nation 
for his piſvate Advantage 

| never can {uppoſe that ſich Patents as theſe 
were originallr granted with the View of being 
a JOBB tor the Intereſt of a Particular Perſon, to 
the Damage of the Publick : Wharever Profit 
muſt ariſc to the Pafentee was ſurely meant at 
beſt bur as a Secondary Motive, and ſince ſomebody 
muſt be a Gainer, rhe Choice of the Perſon was 
made either by Favour, or SOMETHING ELSE, 
Gr bY the Pretence of Merit and Honeſty. This 
Argument returns ſo often and ſtrongly into my 
Head, that I cannot forbear frequently repeating 
3 Surely his Majzſty, when he conlented to the 


Paſüng of this Patent, Conceived ig was doing 


C33) 
an At of Grace to his Moſt Loyal Subjects of 
freland, without any Regard to Mr. Wood, farther 
than as an Inſtrument. But the People of Ireland 
think this Patent (intended NO DOUBT tor 


their Good) to be a moſt intolerable Grievance, 


ind therefore Mr. Wood can never ſucceed, with- 
ut an open Avowal that his Profit is preferred 


Snot only before the /ntere/ts, but the very Safety 


and Being of a great Kingdom ; anda Kingdom 
litinguiſhed for its Loyalty, perhaps above all 
thers upon Earth. Not turned from its Duty by 
ne Jariſdiction of the Houſe of Lords, aboliſh'd at 


L Stroak, by the Hardſhips of the Act of Nuvigat i- 


1 newly enforced : By all poſſible Obſt rut ions in 
Trade, and by a Hundred other Inſtances, enough 
50 fill this Paper, Nor was there ever among us 
he leaſt Attempt towards an [nſurretion in Fa- 
our of the PRETENDER. Therefore what- 
ver Juſtice a FREE PEOPLE can Claim we 


have at leaſt an Equal Title to it with our Bre- 


hren in England, and whatever Grace a good 


Prince can beſtow on the moſt Loyal Subjects, we 


have Reaſon to expect it; Neither hath this 


Kingdom any way deſerved to be Sacrificed to one 


ingle, Rapacious, Obſcure, Ignominious PRO. 


JECTIOR. 


Among other Clauſes mentioned in this Patent, 
o ew how Advantagious it is to Ireland. there 
sone which ſeems to be of 8 Singular Nature; 
hat the Patentee ſhall be obliged, duri ing his Term, 
0 pay Fight hundred Pounds a Tear to the Crown, 
and Two hundred Pounds a Tear to the Comptrother. 

have heard indeed that the King's Council do 
ways conſider, in the Paſſing of a Patent, whe— 
ner it will be of Advantage ve tothe Crown, but 1 
ave likewiſe heard that it is at the ſame Time 
conſidered 
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(14) 


conſidered whether the Paſſing of it may be in: 
jurious to any other Perſons or Bodys Politick 
However, although the Attorney and Sollicite 


be Servants to the King, and therefore bound: 
conſult his Majeſty's Intereſt, yet I am unde: 
tome Doubt whether Eight hundred Pounds 
Year to the Crown would be equivalent fo th 
Ruin of a Kingdom. It would be far better to; 
us to have paid Eight thoutand Pounds a Yeu 
_ his Maj:ities Colters, in the midit of all oi 
xes (which, in Proportion, are greater in thi 


Kingdom than ever they were in £#17/.nd, evel 


during the War) than purchaſe ſuch an Addi! 
on to the Revenue at the Price of our ULTER 
UNDOIWNG. 

But here ir is plain that Fourteen thoui 
Pounds are to be paid by Wood, only as a 2 


Circumſtanttal Charge for the Purchaſe of his Pa 


tent, what were his other Viſihle Coſts I know no! 
and what were his LATENT, is varioully con 
jectured. But he mult be ſurely a Man of fon 
wonderful Merit. Hath 3 ſaved any other King 

dom at his own Expence, to give +4 m a Title ol 
Re-unburſing himſelf Dy the Deftrucion of ours 


Hath | N diſcovered the Longitude or the Ut 
ver Aedicine > No. But he hath found out the 


Phils 070 per's Stone after a new Manner, by Deba- 
fing of Copper, aud reſolving to force it upon u 
tor Gold. 

When the Two Houſes repeſented to his Ma 
jeſty, that this Patent ro NOOD was obtain'd it 
a Clandaeſtine Manner, ſurely the Committee could 
not think the Parliament would inſinuate that ! 
had not paſfled in the common Forms, and run 
through every Office where Fees and Perquiſite 
were due. They knew very well that Perton: 


* 
— 


r 


| 1 

: 0 Places were no Enemies to Grants, anc that 

- Wc Officers of rhe Cr::wn could not be kept in 

„e Dark. But the Late Lord Lientenaut of 
„Fand affirmed it was a Secret to him (and who 
15 {| doubt ot his VERACILY, eſpecially when 
ti) swote tos Ferſon of Quality; from whom 1 
„mit tha: [riland ſhould never be troubled with 
To cle Hat Pence.) It uus a Secret to the People 
f Ireland who were to be thc Only Sufferers, and 
hoſe dhe ) be knew the State of the Kingdom 
f d were moi able to adviſe in ſuch an Affair, 
ti ere wh oll Srrat: Sers to it. 

17 It is al lowed Dy the hey rt that this Patent was 
iflcd without the 8 of tne Chief Go- 
-  Mcrn00!r or Officers of Ireland : And it is there ela- 
ke orately thewn, that Former Patents have paſſed 
pr the fume Manner, and are good in Law, I mall 
ot diſpute the Legality of Patents, but am _ 


S ** 


1 to fup pole it In his Majen ys power to gra! 

„% Patent for Stamping Rour 4 Bits of Copper — 
Wer y Subject he hath. Therefore to lay aſide the 
„int of Law, FN ould only put the Queſtion, whe- 
ser in Reaſon and Juſtice it would not have been 


ij @-oper, in an Aff ir upon which the Wel7are of 4 
the de depens e, that the faid Kingdom ſhould 
„z ½ Dare received timely Notice, and the Matter not 
e carried on between the Patentee and the Officers 
fthe CROW N, who were to be the 0% Gainers 
it. 

The Parliament, who in Matters of this Na— 


ul ure are the moit able and Faithful Councellors, 

= ch repreſent this Gr. int to be deſtructive oi Trade, 

ru Dangerous to the Probe. "tres of Fre People, to 
*Y 


Which the only Saber is. Thatthe King bath 4 
tog at ive to Make ſuch a Grail. 
Ir 


( 16 ) 

It is afferted that in the Patent to Knox, Hi 
Half. pe nbe, are made and declared the Current Coy 
of the Kingdom, whereas in this to Wood, there 1 
only a Poler given to iſſue them to ſuch as wil 
receive then. The Authors of the Report, I thing 
do not athrm that the King can by Law Declan , 
any thing to be Current Money by his Letter C 
Patents. I dare ſay they will not attirm it, andilf 
Knox's Patent contained in it Powers contrary t: 
Law. why is it mentioned as a Precedent in hig 
Majeſties 7uſt and Merciful Reign : But although 
that Clauſe be not in Wood's Patent, yet poflihl, 
there are others, the Legality whereof may he « 
qually doubted, and particularly that, whereby 4 
Power is given to William Wood to break int, 
Houſes in ſearch of any Coyn made in Imitation off, 
His. This may perhaps be affirmed to be Illeg il. 
and Dangerous to the Liberty of the Subject. Me 
this is a Precedent taken from Miox's Patent, 
where the ſame Power is granted, and is a Strong 
Inſtance what Uſes may be ſometimes made of 
Precedent s. 

But although before the Paſſing of this Patent, 
it was not thought neceflary to conſult any Per. 
ſons of this Kingdom, or make the leaſt Enquiry 0 
whether Copper Money were wanted among us; 4 
Yet now atlength, when the Matter is over, when... 
the Patent hath long paſſed, when Wood hath al- 
ready Coyned Seventeen Thouſand Pounds, and 
hath his Tools and Implements prepared to Coynſ/* 
Six-times as much more; the Committee hath (V 
been pleaſed to make this Affair the Subject of En. 
quiry. Wood is permitted to produce his Evidence, 
which conſiſt as I have already oblerved, of Four 
in Number, whercof Coleby, Brown and Mr. Finle) 


the Banker are Three. And theſe were to proveſl*” 


that 
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that Copper Money was extreamly wanted in Jre— 
land. The fliſt had been out of the Kingdom al- 
moſt Twenty Years, from the Time that he was 
tryed for Robbing the Treaſury, and therefore his 
Kuowledze and Credibilir are equal. The Second 
may be allowed a more Knowing Witness, becauſe 
think it is not above a Year ſince the Houſe of 
Commons ordered the Attorney General to Pro- 
ſecute him, for endeavouring to take away the Life 
of John Bingham Ejq; Member of Parliament by 
Periury aud Subornation. He aſſerted that he was 
forced to Tally with bis Labourers for want of 
Small Money (which hath often been practiſed in 

England by Sir Ambro/? Crarly and others) but 
thoſe who knew him better GIvea different rea- 
jon, (if there be any Truth at all in the Fact) that 
he was forced to Tally with his Lahourers not 
for wagt of Half-pence, but of more Subſtantial 
Moxey, which is highly poſſible, becauſe the Race of 
Suboruers , Foreers. Perjurorsand Rawviſhers are uſu- 
ally People of no Fortune, or of thoſe who have Run 
It out bj their Vices and Profuſeneſs. Mr. Finley 
the Third Witness honeſtly confeſſed, that he was 
Ignorant whether Ireland wanted Copper Money 
or no; but all his Intention was to buy a certain 
Quantity from Wood at a large Diſcount, and Sell 
chem as well as he could. by which he hoped to get 
Iwo or Three Thouſand Pounds for himſelf. 

But ſuppoſe there were not one Single Half— 
penny of Copper Coyn 1n thts whole Kingdom 
(which Mr. Wood ſeems to intend, unleſs we will 
come to his Terms, as appears by employing his 
Emiſſarys to buy up our Old ones at a Penny in 
the Shilling more than they Paſs for) It could 
not be any. real Evil to us, although it might be 
fame Inconveniencs, We have many Sort; * 
| ilver 


_ 
it's 
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SilverCoyns.towhich they areStrangers in England 
ſuch as the French Three-pences, Four-pence half 
pennys and Erght-pence-halj-pennys, the Scotch Five. 
pences and Ten-pences, beſides their Twenty-pences 
and Three and Four-pences, by all which we are 
ble to make Change toa Hulf-penny of almoſt am, 
Piece of Gold or Silver, and if we are driven t 
Brown's Expcdient of a Sealed Card, with the li. 
tle Gold or Silver ſtill remaining, it will I ſuppol:,Þ 
| be ſomewhat better than to have nothing left but! 
i Wood's Adulterated Copper, which he is neither 
| obliged by his Patent, nor hitherto able by his E.. 
ſt ate to make good. 1 

The Report farther tells us, it muſt be admittiiff 
that Letters Patents under the great Seal G rent. It 
Britain for Coyning Copper Money for Ireland /a. 
Legal and Obligatory, a Juſt and Reaſonable ExerciitÞy 
of his Majeſties Royal Prerogative, and in no ina. 
wer Derogatory or Invaſive of ANT Liberty or Pri i: 
vilige of his Subjeits of Ireland. Firſt we defireBh 
to know, why his Majeſty's. Prerozative might notBo! 
have been as well aflerted, by Paſſing this PatentBat 
in Ireland, and Subjecting the ſeveral ConditionsBart 
of the Contract to the Inſpection of thoſe who ate in 
only concerned, as was formerly done in the onlyfe 
Precedents for Patents granted for Coyning forYF( 
this Kingdom, ſince the mixt Money in Queenfhho 
| Elizabeth's Time, during the Difficulties of a Re- Ine 
| bellion : Whereas now upon the greateſt Impofi-Ith 
g 


tion that can poſſibly be practiſed, we muſt go toon 
| England with our Complaints, where It hath been 
for ſome Time the Faſhion ro think and to aftirmſſſtai 
that We cannot be too hardly uſed. Again the Ke-Wes 
port ſays, that Sue Patents are Obligatory. Afﬀterſrel 
| long thinking, I am not able to find out what canſwa 
| poſlibly be mcant here by this Word obligate df 
His 


2 nd 
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ſes of Parliament. 


( 19 ) 
This Patent of Wood neither Obligeth him to Ut. 
ter his Coyn, nor us to take it, or ſ if it did the 
[1tter, it would be ſo far Void, becauſe no Patent 
cin Oblice the Subject againſt Law, unleſs an ille- 
gil Patent paſſe in Oze Kingdom can Bind Ano. 
ther and not itlelt. 

Laſtly, it is added that Sych Patents are in no 
Manner Derogatory or Invaſive of any Liberty or 
Privilege of the KinT's Subjects F Ireland. If this 
Propolition be true, as it is here laid down, with— 
out any Limitation either exprefled or Implyed, 
je mult follow that a King of Exgland may at any 
Time Coyn Copper Money for Ireland, and oblige 
his Subjects here to take a Piece of Copper under 
the Value of Half a Farthing for Half a Crown, 
as was practited by the late King James, and even 
without that. Arbitrary Prince's Excuſe, from the 
Neceflity and Exigences of his Aﬀairs. If this be 
in no Manner Derogatory nor Evaſive of any Li- 
berties or Privileges of the Subjects of Ireland, it 
ought to have been expreſſed what our Liberties 
and Privileges are, and whether we have any 
attall, for in Specifying the Word IREL AND, 
Inſtead of ſaying His Majeſty's Subjetts, it would 
ſeem to inſinuate that we are not upon the ſame 
Foot with our Fellow Subjects in England; which, 
however the Practice may have been, I hope will 


-Inever be directly aſſerted, for I do not underſtand 


that Poining's Act deprived us of our Liberty, but 
only changed the Manner of pafling Laws here 
(which however was a Power moft indirectly ob- 
tained) by leaving the Negative to the Two Hou- 
But, waviog all Controverſies 
relating to the Legiſlature, no Perſon, I believe, 
Was ever yet ſo bold as to affirm that the People 
of Ireland have not = ſame Title to the . 
2 0 
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of the COMMON LAW, with the reſt of 
his Majeſty's Subjefts, and therefore whatever Li. 
berties or Privileges the People of Enzland en. 


oy by COMMON. LAW, we ot Irelnd hart 


the fame; ſo that in my humble Opinion, the 
Word Ireland (ſtanding in that Propofition, was 
in the mildeſt Interpretation, A Lapſe of the Pep, 

Tie Report farthcr aflerts, that The Precedent 
are many, wberein Ciſes of great Importance to Ire. 
land, and that immediately affected rhe Intereſt s of 
that Kingdom, Warrants, Orders, aud Direction. 
the Authority of the King and his Predeceſſors 

de been iſſued under the Royal Sign Manual, with. 
Our any previous Reference or Advice of Þis Mae. 
#ty's Officers of Ireland, which have always ha 
their due Force, and have been punttually c comply's 

with, aud obeyed. It may be fo, and I am hearti. 
Iv lorry for ir, becauſe it may prove an Eternal 
Source of Diicontent- However among all theſe 
Precedents there is not one of a Patent for Coy:- 
ing Money for 1reland, 

There is nothing hath perpl: Xed me more than 
this Doctrine of PRECEDENTS. If a Jbb 
is to be done, and upon ſearching Records you 
find it hath been done before, there will not want 
a Lawyer to Juſtify the Legality of it, by produ: 
cling his Precedents, without ever conſidering the 
Motives and Circumſtances that firſt introduced 
them, the Neceſſity or Turbulence or Iniquity ot 
Limes, the Corruptions of Miniſters, or the Ar. 
bitrary Diſpoſition of the Prince then Reigning. 
And I have been told by Per ſons eminent in the 
Lau, that the worſt Actions which Humane Na- 
ture is capable of, may be juſtified by the fame Do- 
crine. How the firſt Precedents began of Deter. 


mining Cafes of the Higheſt Importance to Je- 
land, 


the Time of the Mallucre 1541. 
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lind and immediately aflecking it's Intereſt, with. 
out any previous Referenceor Advice to the Kin; 3's 
OHcers here, may ſoon be accountecl tor. Refore 
this Kingdom was entirely Reduced by the Suh. 
mMition of Drone in the laſt Year of Queen El:iz 1. 
eth Keign, there was a Period of Four Hun 
dred Years, which was a various Scene of War 
and Peace be tween the Engliſh Pale and the Irifh 
Natives, and the Government of that Part of this 
Mind which lay in the Egliſp Hands, was, in 
many Things under the immediate Adminiitrati- 
0a of the King. Silver and Copper were often 
Coy ied here among us, and once at leaſt upon 
great Necetiit y, amixtorbaſe Metal was ſeit from 
England, The Reign of Ring James Iſt. was em. 


| Ployed in ſettling the Kingdom after Tyrone's Re— 


be:lion, and this Nation flouriihed extreamly till 
In that difficult 
Juncture of Aiiirs, the Nobility and Gentry Coy- 
ned their own Plate here 1n Di . 

By all that I can diſcover, the Copper Cc 
Ireland for Three Hundred Years pitt confiited of 
{mall Pence and Half Pence, which particular Men 
had Licence to Coyn, and were curtentonlywith— 
in certa'n Towns and Diitricts, according to the 
perſonal Credit of the Owner who utterid them, 
and was bound to receive them agun, whereof | 
have ſcen many Sorts; neither have 1 heard of a- 


= 
sf 


ny Patent Brantea for Covning Copper Tre. 
or 4 till the Reign of King Ci Irics I. Witch 


to George Leg Lord Hart- 
72 1. in the 


was in the Lear 1680. 
muth, and Renewed bi King 


Hit Year of his Reign to Fern K _ orn. 
tents were palled in Ireland, and in both the Pa— 
tentees were oblip ed to receive their Coyn 1 OR 


them 13 


— 
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of it, for which they were obliged to pay Gold 


or Silver. 

The Patents both of Lord Dartmouth and Kioy 
were Referred to the Artorney General here, and 
a Report made accordingly, at id both, as I h ee : 
ready ſaid were paſſed in this King em. Rox had 
only a Patent for the Remainder ot the Term 
Granted to Lord Dartmouth, the Parent expired 
in 1701. and upon a Petition by Roger Mor to 
have it Renewed, the Matter was referred bi— 
ther, and upon the Report of the Attorney and 
Solicitor, that it was not for his Majefty's Ser- 
vice or the Intereſt of the Nation to have it Re: 


newed, it was Rejected by King Miliam. It ſhould 


therefore ſeem very Fxtraord!! zary, that a Patent 


for Coyning Copper Half-pence, intended andpro- 
feſſed for the Gov. of the Kingdom. ſhould be pil. 
icd without once conſulting that Kingdom, for 
the Good of which it is declared to be intended, 
and this upon the Application of a Poor, Private 
Ovſcure Mechanic; and a Patent of ſ2cha Nature, 
that as ſoon as ever the Kingdom is informed cf 
It's being paſſed, they cry out Unanimouſly againit 
it as Ruinons and Peſtruitive, The Repretenta. 
tive of the Nation in eee and the Privy. 
Council Addrets the King to have it Recall'd; 
yet the Patentee. ſuch a one e as | ws deſcribed, 
ſhall prevail to have this Patenr approved, and his 
private Intereſt ſhall weigh. down the Applicati— 
on of a whole Kingdom. St. Paul ſiys, AU thinrs 
are Law ful, but all "things are not Expedient. We 

are Anſwered that this Patent is LAV, but is 
it Expedlicuc? We Read thut the High Prictt faid 
It was exredicnt that one Man ſoul Die for the 
People; And this was a molt wicked Propoſition. 
But that a Whole Nation ſhould Die for ove Man, 
Was never heard of before. But 
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But becauſe much Weight is laid on the Pre— 
celeuts of other Patents, for Coyning Copper for 
Ireland, I will ſet this Matter in as cleara Light 
2s I can. Whoever hath Read the Report, will 
be apt to think, that a Dozen Precedents at leaſt 
couid be produced of Copper Coyned for Ireland, 
by Vertue of Patents paſſed in Exzland. and that 
the Coynage was there too; whereas I am confi- 
dent, there cannot he one Precedent (hewn of a 
Patent paſſed in England for Coyning Copper for 
Ireland, for above an Hundred Years paſt, and if 


| there were any before, it muſt be in Times of 
Confuſion, 


The only Patents I could ever hear 
of, are thoſe already mentioned to Lord Part- 
mouth and Knox ; the Former in 1680. and the 
Latter in 1685, Now let us compare theſe Patents 
with that granted to YYood. Firſt, The Patent 
to Knox, which was under the ſame Conditions 
as that granted to Lord Dartmouth, was Paſſed 


in Ireland, the Government and the Attorney and 


Solicitor General making Report that it would 
he uſeful to this Kingdom: The Patentee was o- 
bliged to make every Half-penny One hundred 
and Jen Grains Troy weight, whereby 2 8. 2d. 
nly could be coyned out of a Pound of Copper. 
The Patent was Paſſed with the Advice of the 
King's Council here; The Patentee was obliged to 
receive his Coyn from thoſe who thought them- 
ſelves ſurcharged, and to give Gold and Silver 
for it; Laſtly, The Patentee was to pay only 161. 
13s. 4d. per Ann. to the Crown. Then, as to 
the Execution of that Patent. Firſt, I find the 
Half-pence were Miled, which, as it is of great 
Uſe to prevent Counterteits (and therefore indu— 
ſriouſly avoi.'ed by YYood) fo it was an Addition 


to the Charge of Coynage. And for the Welght 
and 
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Dartnouth's and K:ox's Patents. 
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and Goodneſs of the Metal; I have ſever; 
Hati-pence now by me, many of which weigh 
Ninth Part more than thofe coyned by V vod 
and bear the Fire and Hammar a great deal bet. 
ter; and which is no Triße, the Impreſſion Fairer 
and Deeper. I grant inde ed. that many of the 


latter Coynage yield in Weight to fome of 
FTood's, by a Fraud natural to ſuch Patentees; 


but not fo i. nmedtately after the Grant, and he. 
fore the Coyn grew Current : : For in this Circum. 
ſtance Mr. Food mult ſerve for a Precedent in 
Future Times 
Let us now examine this new Patent granted 
to William Wood, It Paſſed upon very falſe Sug- 
geſtions of his own, and of a few Confederates: 
It paſſed in Engl ind. without the leaſt Reference 
hither. It pafled anknown to the very Lord 
Lieutenant, then in England. I; ood is ++” codes 
Corn One hundred and Eight thouſand Pounds, az 
all:he Oficers in the Kingdom (Civil and 477 ps 
are commanded in the Report to Countenance and 
afliſt him. N had only Power to utter what 
ve would take, and was obliged to receive his Corn 
Lack again at our Demand, "and to enter into e. 
curity for ſo doing. Wood's Half pence are not 
bed, and therefore more eaſily Counterfeited 
by himſ-[f as well as by others. Wood pays 3 
houſand Pounds per Ann. tor 14 Years, Knox 
Paid only 161. 13 8. 4 d. per Ann. for 21 Years, 
It was the Report that ſet me the Example ot 
making a Compariton between thote two Patents, 
where in the Committee was groſsly miſled by the 
talle Repreſentation of William Wood, as it was b) 
another Ancriton, that Seven hundce4 Tun of 
Copper were coyned auringthe 21 Years of Lord 
Such a Quan— 
tity 
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tity of Copper at the Rateof 2 s. 8 d. 
Pound would amount to about an Hundred — 
Ninety thoutand Pounds, which was very near 
as much as the Current Cath of the Kingdom in 
thoſe Days; yer, during that Period, Ireland 
was never known to have too much Copper Coyn, 
and for ſeveral Years there was no coyulng at all: 
Befides I am atlured, that upon enquiriug into 
the Cuſtom. Houſe Books all the Copper import— 
ed into the Kingdom, from 1683 to 1692, which 
includes 8 Years of the 21 (beſides one Year al- 
lowed for the Troubles) did not exceed 4% Tuns, 
and we cannot {uppoſe even that fmall Quantity 
to have been wholly apply'd to Coynage : So that 
I believe there was never any Compariſon more 
unluckily made or ſo deſtructive of the Deſign 
for which it was produced. 

The Pſalmiſt reckons it an Effect of God's An- 


ger, when be ſeleth his People for Nought, and ta- 


keth no Money for them, That we have greatly 
offended God by the Wickedneſs of our, Lives is 
not to be diſputed : But our King we have not 
offended in Word or Dec; And although he be 
God's Vice-gerent upon Earth, he will nor punith 
us for any Offences, except thoſe which we ſhall 
commit againit his Legal Authotity. his Sacred 
Perſon (which God prelerve) or the Laus of the 
Land. 

The Report is very profuſe in Arguments, — 
Ireland is in great want of Copper Money Wh 
wee the WWirrejſes to prove it, hath bent ſhewn 
Ar eady, but in the Name of God. V\ no are to bs 
iges? Does not the Nation hett er its cen 
W ants? Both Houſes of Parliament, the Privy. 
Cougcil and the whole Body of the P. 'ople de- 
dare the Contrary 3 Or let the Wants be what 
they 


| ( 20S ) | 
they will, We deſire they may not be ſupply'd by 
Mr. YYood. We know our own FVYants but too 
wen; They are Muy and Grievous to be born, 
hat quite ofanother Kind. Let Exgland be fatis- 
fied; As things go, they will in a ſhort Time have 
al our Gold and Silver, and may keep their A- 
dulterate Copper at Home, for we are determined 
not to purchaſe it with our Minufattures, which 
oo hath Graciouſly offered to accept. Our 
VJ ants are not fo bad by an Hundrcdtn Part as 
the Method he hath taken to ſupply them. He 
hath already tryed his Faculty in New- England, 
and 1 hone he will meet at leaſt with an EQUAL 
RECEPIION here; what That was I leave to 
Publick Intelligence. Jam ſuppoſing a Wild 
Caſe, that if there ſhould be any Perſon already 
recciving a Monſtrous Penſion out of this King— 
dom, who was Inſtrumental in Procuring this 
Pateie, they have either not weil conſulred their 
own lntereits, or Mood mult put more Drols into 
his Copper and ſtill diminiſh its Weight. 
Upon 1's Complaint that the Officers of 
the King's Revenue here had already given Or— 
ders to all the Inferiour Officers not to recetve 
any of his Coyn, the Report ſays, That this can. 
not but be looked upon as a very extraordinary Pro. 
creding, and being gontrary to the Powers given 
io the Patent, the Committee ſay, They cannot ad. 
vile lis Majeſty to give Direttons to the Officers 
of the Revenue here, not to receive or utter any of 
the faid Coya as has been defired in the Addreſſes 
of Both Houſes, but on the contrary, they think 
ir hoth Fuſt and Reaſonable that the King ſhould 
F mincdiutely give Orders to the Commiſſioner s of the 
Reveine, c. to revoke all Orders c. that may 
bave deen given by them to hinder or obſtrutt the 
recetving 


ave Law, 


Car) 


recerving the ſaid Coyn- And accordinely, nere told, ſuch 
Orders are arrived. Now this was a Caſt La I os Doali— 
ticks; for his Information was wh My Filfe and Graune- 
leis which ho Knew very well; a: id that theo 2 17 TITS. 


of the Rever:ne here were all, except one, ſent us from , * 


l, and love their Empluyments too well to have take 
ſuch L Step : But god was u tte e 710 voh to Cor (id; : tho 
ſuch Orders of Revec 1tion would be an open D Clara . n ot 


the Crovu n in his Favour, wen ld Fur he G Vern mirent here 
under a Difficul ty, would make a Noiſe, and pb: ſühlt create 
ſome Terror 111 the Po: 1 Peop! 5 'f 21 A'! ( One great 


Point he hath gained, thit although any « rdere of Ren 
vocation will be needleſs, yet a new Ordor is to he (ent, 
and perhaps already bete, to the Comm iſlſioners of th 3 
venue, and all the King's Officers in Þelzs] thas an. 

Half pence be ſuffered and pe ermirted without an 2 t, Shit, Ton- 
ble, Meleſt :tion or Dental of any of be King Offers ert vii 
ters whatſoever, to Paſs and be receir. 7 25 00 R RENT 
MONEY by ſuch as hill be Willing to receive 7 In this 
vn der there 15 no Excer tion, and therefore. a $ * a8 1 Can 
udge, it includes a!! Officers both Civil 20d NI trom 
he Lord High Chancellor to a Fujtice of Pes and from 
he General to an Enſign : So that 3 vol's Projet 15 not likes 
to fail for want ot Manag envilgh, For mY own Parr, 
as things {tand, I hive but little Regret e 10 _ my leif 
ut of the Number, and therefire I thajil « »ntinue in all 
Humility to Exhort and Warn my kbellan-suhfacts never 
to Receive or Utter this Coyn, which will R duce the 
eingdom to Begpgary b. much (ic her and larger Steps than 
have Hitherto been taken. 

Bur it is needleſs to arone any longer. Tio t er jg 
ore to an Iſſue. His! Purſurnt to 15+ Low, hath 
et the Field Open det we en oo and the Kingu- m of 
reland. Mood hath Liberty to Oer his Co 
Reaſon, Liber and Neceſiiy to refute it A 


NI Mal * 


naviſh Jocky may Ride n old Fou died ſade abant the 
Market, but none are obliged to Buy it. 1 h. pe the Words 
oluntary and Wikirg to r:crive il wilt be underitoo!, and 
'pplyed in their true Nacura! Nleating, A conan, u- 
ler ſt ood SH: PROTESTANTS. Bir if « Fierce ©: 1792 


omes to my Shop to Buy Ste Yards e Cloth, $1; 
owed by a Porter laden ici 2 Sack of % Corn 1 55 
a his Shoulders, it we gie agreed about the Price, 2nd e 
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{ Scarlet Ives readv cut upon the Counter, if he then ev 

ſl me the World of Commanl, to receive mv M Nev in ⁹οe 

1 Corn, «nd calls mea DiſefſeFe4 Facobite Dig for ef Ins l 

4b it (although IT am as Loyal a Subject as himle ik, and , 

: our Hire ) and thereupon Seizes my Cloth, leaving me the 
Price in this O4ious Copper, and bids me take my Rene." 
dy : In this Ce, I hall hardly be brought to think Fs A 
Jam Left to my own Will. I (hill therefore on ſich Occa- 1 


fi ons, fi ſt or ter the Porter atorelaid to go off with his 
Pack, and then fee the Money in Silver and Gold in my 
Poſſ.ſſian before I Cut or Meaſure mv Cloth, But ita 
Common Sollier drinks his Pot firſt and then offers Pay.“ 
ment in s Halt-pence, the Land/zily may be under F: 
ſo ve Difficulty ; For if ſhe complains to his Captain or 
FE njign, they are likewiſe OFFIC ERS, included in this 1 
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I Ge — Oder for encouraging theſe Half: pence to pals 
4 as CURRENT MONEY. It ſhe goes to a Juſtice of 
F Pe ice. he is al. an Officer, to whom this General Order 
is direct: d. I do therefore Adviſe her to follow my Pra. 
Rice, which I have already begun, and be payed for her 
Good: before the parts with them. Houever [ thould have 


been content, for ſone R aſons, that the 2filirtary Gentle: 
„nen hid been excepce! b Name, beczuſe I have heard it F 
laid, thet their Ditcipline is beſt confined within their 
own Ditfrict. 8 
His Majeſty in the Concluſion of his Anſwer to the Addrets ft! 
of th: Houte of Lords againſt f v C vyn, is plesſed wo lay FS 
that He wil . every Thing in his Power for the Sufi 
of bis People It thoild feem therefore, that the Recalling W* 
the Patent ie not co b underiood as a Thing Is H Pow: if” 
er. But however fince he Law dots not oblige us co receive “ 
a his Ooyn, and conlequent.y the Patent leaves it to out 
Voluntary Choice, there is nothing remaining to prelerye 
us from Ruin bat that che whol- Kingdom Mould conti- (MV 
nue in à firm determinate Refvlution never to Receive Of pr 
Litter this FATAL Copn: After which, let the Oficers Ith 
to whom theſe O: ders are directed, (I would willingly of 
except the . zary ) come with their Exbortations, their 
Arguznents and their Elouence, to periuade us co h + our 
Intereit in our Undoing. Let el and his Accomp'ic?s E. 
Travel about the Country with Cert- Lid of their Hure, BS! 
and ſee who will rake it off their II ide, there will be no le, 
Fear of his being Robbed, fur a Higher ty dan woul lcora Be, 
to touch it. 


I 
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Iam only in Pain how the Commiſſioners of the Revenue 
ll proceed in this ſuncture; becaule I am told they are 
bliged by Act of Parliament te take nothing but Geld 
d Silver in Payment for His Majeſty's cuſtems, and I 
ink they cannot ſuſtlu offer this Coynage of Mr. Iod 
others, unlels they will be content to receive it them- 
ves. 
The Sum of the whole 1s this. The Committee Adviſes 
e Kirg to fend immediate Or lers to all his Officers here, that 
Vood's Coyn be Suff ered and Permitted without any Let. Suit, 
rouble, & c. to paſs and be received as CURRENT MONEY 
1 ſuch as ſhall be WILLING to receive the ſame. It is pro- 
ble, that the hrit WILLING Recetvers may be choſe 
ho Aſuſt Receive it whether they will or no, at lesſt under 
he Penalty of loſing an Office. But the Landed Undepen- 
ing Men, the Aferchants, the Shep Keepers and Bulk of the 
eople, I hope, and am alwolt confident, vill never re- 
eive it. What mult the Cont.quence be > The Owners 
eil selhit for as much as they can get. Jed s Half- 
ence will come to be offered for Six a Penny (vet then 
2 will be a ſufficient Gainer) and the Neceſſary Receivers 
vill he Loters of Two Thirds in their Salaries or Pay. 
This puts me in Mind of a Paſſage I was told many Years 
ro in Ergland. Ata Quarter-Seſſions in Leiceſter , the Ju- 
ſtices had wately decreed, to rake off : Halt-penny in a 
Wart from the Price of Ale. Ore of them, who came in 
tier the thing was determined, bei g inform d of what had 
raſſed, laid thus Gentlemen ; You have Made an Order, that 
de ſhould be ſold in our Country for Three Half pence a Quart 2 
deſire you will now maks anothey to appoint who muſt Drink 
t, for BY G I WILL NOT. 
| muit beg leave to caution your Lordſhips and 
Vorfhips in one Particular. Wood hath graciouſly 
promited to Load us at prefent only with Fourty 
thouſand Pounds ot his Coyn, iA the Exigences 
of rhe Kingdom require the Reſt. | intreat you 
will never luſter Mr. J#00d to be & Judge of your 
EXIGENCES. While there is one Piece of 
ver or Gold remaining in the Kingdom he will 
call it an EXIGENCY, he will double his pre- 
cut Cu] u by Steak.h as ſoen as her can, ww 
Wl 
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will have the Remainiler ill to the Good. HH. 


Wiil Pour his own Ae and Counte feits upon US: 
Fance and Hud willdo the ſame; nor will our 

en Loyners at home by behind them: 10 con. 
firm wiich, I oe now tn my Pocket a Rap er 
Counterfeit Halt-penny in imitation of His. hit 
{© 10 performed that my Coulctence I beliey: 
It is not of his Coyning. 

I muit now deſire your Lordfhips and Mor fig, 
chat! { uy will give great Allowance for this long 
unelgelled Paper, I itnd my ſelf to have gone into 
"Os 4 Mnet/tlons winch were the Effects of 
Rai te, while new Thoughts tell in to ac Id fo! ne 
thing to what I had (ic d before. I think 1 may 
amrm that 1 have fully anſwered every Paragrapi 
In the Report, un ien although it be not unartivl, 
run n, 5 is perfectly in the Spirit of a Pleaue: 
who can find the moſt plauſable Topicks 1 in behalf 
of his 3 yet there was no great Skill require! 
to detect the miany Miſtskes contained in it, Which 
hows ver are by no means to be charged upon tne 

ight Honour able Committee, but upon the moſt 
Fat le Impudentand Fraudulent Repreſentations of 
abs and his Accomplices. I deſire one Partt- 

lar may dweillupon your Minds, although 1 have 
Mentioned It more than once; That after all the 
Wriaht laved upon Precedents there is not One 
produced in the whole Report. ofa Patent for Coy". 
ing Copper in Erxziand to Paſs in Ireland, and only 
two Patents referred to (for indeed there were no 
more; which were hoth pafſed in Ireland Dy Refe. 
renc:sturhe King's Council here, both leſs Advan- 
tagious tothe (,ovner than thisof Wood, and in both 
Securities given to receive rhe Chu at every Call, and 
give CO aiid Silver in Lieu of it, This Demon- 
itrates the molt Flagrant Falſhood and 3 
| 0 


1 


* 
of Wod, by which he would endeavour to make 
the Right Honoutable Committee his Inſtrume cats, 
(for his own Illegal and Exorhitant Gain, tv 
Ruin a Kingdom, waich hath delerved 4%. "if. 


ferent Treatment. 
| am very Senlible that fuch a Work as I have 


unde rtaken might have worthily employed a much 
better Pen. But when a Houle is attempred to be 
Robbed it often happens that the weakelt in the 
Family runs firſt to ſtop the Door. Allthe Af. 
ſitance 1 had were ſome Informations from an 
Eminent Perſon, whereof | am afraid I have Spoil— 
ed a Few by endeavouri:g to make them ofa Piec ce 
with my own Productions, and the Reſt I was not 
able to manage: | was in the Cale of David who 
could not move in the Armour of Saul. and rheretore 
| rather choſe to attack this Veircumciſed Phi. 
liſtine (Mood | mean) with a Hing and a Stowe. 
And I may ſay for Wood's Honour as well as my 
own, that he Reſemhles Goliab in many Circum- 
ſtances. very applicable to the preſent Purpoſe ; For 
Goliah had a Helmet of Braſs upon his Head, aud 
be was Armed with a Coat of Mail, and the weight 
of the Coat was Five Thouſand She ables of Braſs. ar. 
he had Greaves of br4ſs upon bis Legs, and a Tir 
of Braſs between his Shoulders. In — he was lik 
Mr. /Yood, all over Braſs; And he defied the 4 F 
of the Living God. Goliah's Condition of Combar 
were likewiſe rhe ſame with thoſe of V% 7: 
be prevail againſt us, then ſhall ne be his Servants : 
But if it happens that | prevail over him, I Re. 
nounce the other part of the Condition, he thall ne- 
ver be a Servant of Mine, for I do not "think him 
fit to be Truſted in any Honeſt Man's Shep 

| will conclude with my Humble Deüre and 
Requeſt which l made in my Second Letter; That 

Your 
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pour Lordſhips and YYorſhips would pleaſe to Or. 
der a Declaration to he drawn up expreſſing, it the 
Strongeſt Terms, your firm Reſolutions never to 
receive or Utter any of Mod's. Half-pence or 
Farthings, and forbidding your Lenants to receive 
them. That the ſaid Declar ation may be Signed 
byzis many Perſons as pyghtble who have Eſtates in 
Fong Kingdom, and bexftent Down to your ſcveral 
en aforeſaids h 

if the Dread of ood's Halt. pence ſhould 
continue till next Quarter S.ſſions (which I hope 
it will not) the Gentlemen ot- every County will 
then have a fair Opportunity of Declaring againſt 
them with Unanimity and Zeal. 


N I am with the greateſt Reſpett, \ 
(May it pleaſe your Lordſhips 780 Forſhip: 
Jour * Datiful * 


Aug. 45. eien Servant, 
1721. 


